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HISTORY OF THE MEDICAL SERVICE TRAINING SCHOOLS

By SMSgt Cathey I Crowder

+1s

This history pottrays the vision, determiiation and s:

fless efforts of a handful of men whose purmose and
resolve would not be shaken despite mnumerable difficulties. Devoted to the cause of medical training, it is their
hope that they contributed in some small measure to the splendid record of achievement of the Medical Departiment
of'the Atmy Air Force (AAF) in preserving life and maintaining health durmg World War [1. 1

Injected throughout this paper are some points of interest that includes some specifically mentioned enlisted
A JForce members contnibutions. There are also copies of pictures dunng difterent phases of the beginning
programs.

The AAF Medical Service Trainmg School was estabiished in 1942, later designated as the 25th AAF Base
Unit, Robins Field, Georgia. Envisted truming was first accomplished by the staff of each provisional compan
organized to quarter, ration, and train enlisted personnel. At one time there were seven such companies, housing
approximately 2200 enlisted men. In order to better organize personnel for continuous and progressive trating
certain companies were designated to conduct specific types of training, i.e., basic, technical, tactcal, and unit. The

OTgaNiZaton and rai:

51

! Platoon (Aviation) was accomplished by one company designated for that

particular mission. Definite trarmmg courses could not be established since directives were scant and vague in
content and student arrivals and departures oceurred daily. All training was scheduled week by week and was
continuous and progressive for any given group of enlisted men. 1

In November 1942, it became apparent that various medici Gepartments specialists would have to receive
technical traming at the Medical Training Section. since enlisted men were reporting to this station primarily as basic
solciers. Very few technicians reported to the Traming Section and when technicians ¢id arrive, they were more

often than not a type not authorized by tactical Tables of Organizations or in far too many number to be utilized in

whewr spectalty (that tHhis time notinedicai). Consequently, in order to it commutments and supply request for

P 3 S

casuw speciahsts, techmeal schools were orgamzed and classes began. Those technical schooi made no effort

whatever 10 zecompils thal ining given in hospitals and Army Service Forces Schools, but rather

attempted to familianze the non-specialist with that field ecuipment and those technical procedures pertaming to his




assignment in a fachca! organization. Men were, therefore, prenared as potential specialists in the various medical
and non-medical Medicai Occupation Speciaity’s (MOS’s) found in Air Services Cotnnand tactical medical
sections and Medical Platoon (Aviation). 1

Froim March 1943 to September (943, enlisted trainiag too precedence over uii other type of fraiming,

During this period the training course later known as the “AAT Medical Service Training Field Cotrse” wus ov
it becanie more evident that certain specialists could not be developed in a field environment where no actual
natients were available; similarly it wis apparent that hospital trained specialists could not nerfornm efficiertly in
“field units” uniess adapted for fius duty in a4 field school or training section. It was further apparant that this
“adantation” should 1f possible be given o5 n course of traming pnor to selecting unit personnal becatise 1mi‘s so
organized were tar supenor to those haviig non-skuied personnei assigiied Arsi and hen rauung hose eniisied men

>

np Counrse” was so developed and comsisted of a definite

Hred dities after assignmert. The “Feld T

penod of technicai adaptation i specific MUS schools, commoti basic, tachcn, andG [ecikbucal medical NSTLCLON 101
all specialist together with bivouacs for practical application of knowledge previously gamed

Satisticaliy, during the officisi sfe of the Aur Service Command Medical Training Section, 4669 enlisted

received traming in various fynes and for varieble nenods. The Medical Training Section continuously improved its
teaching methods, developed its operating facibities, and revised and improved its courses. 2

The Medical Technical Schoo! was to instiuct and tramn medical corpsman {simiar to our Independent Duty
Medical Technician Course today), medical techmcians and surgical technicians tor duty with field amifs oi the
Army Air Forces. This school is under the direction of Captain Clyde W. Muter, MC. The course consists of B8
hours of mstructions to further educate aiready trauned technicians. his comparatively short penod makes i
mperative that only men with previous fraining as medical or surgica! techmicians be enrolled. The main purpose of
this coursc is 1o convert the hospital framned techmicians to the fieid. They must become proficient in the art of
bandaging, rendenng emergency care; administering of medications by mouth, hypodermically. and intravenously;

care ol {ractures. control of hemorrhaging: general knowledge of anesthesia; principles of immunizations; feld

treatment of chemical casualhies, treatment of combat and non-combat casialties

iy SUNE I s
SFESANIM PRI O Ineut (“’\

compiete knowledge of prophylaxis unc the venereal diseases; diagnosis, sympioms and Geatment of meaiana: deid

medical; records, and proficient i all regular nursing procedures. 2
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THZ AAF 'EDIC.L SIRV:CE TRLINING SCHOOL
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Cavanagh, John F.
Gunn, Joscph D.
Linrrel, Lalfoyne 4.
Kiner, Hichacl

Fcit, Benjamin
Govin, John G.
Gricc, Ldwin

Hughes, Cloc H.
Hunter, ¥Waltcr H.
Lesko, George Fo
McPherson, Frank 1.
Holinaro, jnvhony ii.
Nagrant, Pcter
Sherwin, Leconard J.
Thompson, Yilliaom M.
Tutwilcr, tiarren C,
Vasscl, Stcve G.
Babbitt, Charles .
Bonacci, Patsy
Branchini, Cacsar
Clayton, Clarcnce '
Crank, Tcrrcll H.
Davis, Orville J.
DiVirgilio, Jamcs V.
Dott, Froncis. L.
Figpge, Harvey T
Frenk, Charles E.
Frick, John L.
Geyer, Goorge P.
Holker, Carl T.
Horris, Vance E.

Huf frman, Richard Ii.
Ketcham, Jamcs B.
Klinec, Russcll '/,
Leap, Jarcs F.
Loudon, lVialter L. Jr.
licwhinney, Thomas L.
Miller, Buford D.
Ifiner, Marvin L.
Moorc, Willic J.
Mulligan, James T.
Page, Jamcs W. Jr.
Pcnncll, Paul S.
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Z.1lley, Normmn d. dr.
B~sen, Doninic 1.
Mngzham, Sllon i,
Brunkcen, tialtcer F.
Christiancen, John M,
Divic, Raymond ..
DcRoth, Gerardus
Holt, '/illic i. Jr.
Howard, Sargent, J.
Kcidel, Emil H.
Landry, Lloyd
lurphy, Jack J.
Pallor, Sigmund P.
Richeec, iillinm L.
Schnurbusch, Ellsworth F.
Smith, George L.
Tovlor, lcrton L.
Thonas, :.ash
“althour, Barl G.
Byrncs, Patrick J.
Chaix, Alonzo,He.
Eorl, Richard F.
Gross, Clarcnce E.
Haga, Bmory V.
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Viotti, Rodolfo P,
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cen {17 Uit Medical Dispensaries {Aviation) were activated. The primany cowse of

instruction pursued by ali Medical School Enlisted personnel ordered to the school is field tramng. the course s
predicted upon the concept that each student has been trained in his Military Occupation Specialty (MOS) i an
Army Air Forces Hospital, but not familiar with the equipment used, the techniques employed and the special
problems peculiar to his specialty under field and combat conditions. In other words, this course of instruction 1s
one of “fieid adaptation™ and pre-unit traimng {or a qualfied hospital specialist. This course consist of 360 iotal
sraining hours. A nine (9) hour training day, six (6) days per week for six (6) weeks. Additional night training
periods for the rematning hours. The general scope of matenal inciudes basic, tactical, techmecal and bivouac
sanmg. §

During 1945, the school underwent two reorganizations. The first, occurred during Apnl, when the 4520th
BU {(Medical School) was officially absorbed by the 25th AAPBU (Medical Service Training School). The second,
oceurred during November and was the result of a reduced traming mission incident 1o the termination of the war.
One notable addition to the physical structure of the school was the Model Group Dispensary, deveioped as a Unit
Traming Area. Various training, supply, and housekeeping facilities were closed during November and December as
requirernenits becaine less and less. 2

The Medical Corpsman School during 1945 only had one class held. Beginmng with 92 men; only 32

.o for overseas o

completed the course. the remamder being witharawn: wien they decas gl /. Throughout

the history of this school, only four classes were trained. A total of 303 men successfully completed the trainimg.
Thas is siar 1o our independent Duty Medical Technician course today. 2

Pomt of mterest, a selection boar(i was convened on 4 May 1960 to select the outstanding airman of the
school to represent the Air Tramung Command at the annual A Foree Association Convention. Sentor Master
Sergeant George E. Lewis was nominated. Outstanding Airman Awards were presented to MSgt Sherrell A Fowler.
Cutstanding Master Sergeant, 75gt James L. Douglas, Outstanding NCCO; and AiC Jimmmie S wages, Oulstanding

Airman. 10

A Staff Study Report was done in April 1960 to Assembie mivrmation reiating to possible telocation of the

Medical Service School, LUSAF (ATC) from Gunter Air Foree Base, Alabama, to Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. 11



Outstanding Airman Awards were presented by 1
Colonel Harold V. Ellingson to MSgt Sherrell
A. Fowler, TSgt James L. Douglas and AlC
Jimmie S. Wages.
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Students recelve instruction on proper patient care in the)hd(
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Headguarters USAY anproved the Medical Service School’s new organization emblem November 1960,
The emblem motto s SERVITUS PER SCIENTIAM - Services through Knowizage. 16

The Medical Helper Course, AQR 90010-1, was transferred from Greenville Air Force Base, Mississippi to
the Medical Service School, due o the deuctivation of Greenville AFR. The first class entered on 30 September 1904
with a programmed input of 85 students per week. A total of 11 classes gradnated during this period from the
Medical Service Schooi. This mnounled to an output of approximately 930 students who were z2ither given techiucal
school assignments or direct duty assignments. 6

Point of interest, on 20 February 1965, retirement ceremony was held for Master Sergeant Rudy Rutherford,
Chiet Clerk and WAF Coordinator for the 3790th School Squadron. MSgt Rutherford has been ussigned to the
school for ten years. 8

In 1966, the Medical Helper Course became a part o the grading program substantially increasing the

workload. Six hundred fifty-three multipie choice tests totaling 27,400 test papers were graded

d. aiso 247 prachcai
rests and 63 special tests (Otis, MMPL efe,). A total of 38,680 student averages were computed and 70,000 student
graces were recorded. A strenuous program of test review and revision confinued , m conjunction with this prograin
481 tests recerved detailed stabistical analysis. These analysis resulted m the revision of 64 test and the construction
ol 98 new tests by course personnel. A detaled study ol weighted versus nonweighted grades was compieted and

17,

forwarded for Faculty Bowrd action. This stiudy was sequentially implemented with a sizable savings in man-hours
Tine savings was utibzed in grading special tests, meinding new testing methods for programmed nstructionai
lectures. 8

The Medical Helper Course was reotganized, 25 mstructor spaces were re-ali&xé;x.ied to the vanous teacihmg

agencies 10 the school and 24 mstructor personael were aiso reassigned o these feachimg agencies. A new Plan of

imstrucon was wriiten and entalively approved. The Medieai rieiper Course 65-17 entered on 31 March 1965 and

HFlhn Freet ~taoe o lar i e TN

WS D0 TITET QRISS RGOS e ndw Luh - Viisor correchions were

No major problems were encownrie
made and the Pian of instruction was subnuited for final publhication on 21 June 1965, 7

Brigadier Generad Larry 4. Suith, USAF, MC, Surgeon, ATC, visitad the school 30n March 1965 o present

4

the graduation address to tour MSS classes and a group hononng the 75,000th graduate of the schooi. 7

Effective | May 1965 the following umits at Gunter AFR, AL, were redesignated without change in location



Headquarters USAF approved the Medical Service
School's new organization emblem November 1960.
The emblem motto is SERVITUS PER SCIENTIAM -
Service through Knowledge.
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or assignment as per SPECIAL ORDER G-20, dated 25 February 1965

Old Designation New Designation

3790 Schiool Squadron 3790 Student Squadron
3791 School Squadron 3793 Student Squadron
3792 School Squadron 3792 Student Squadren

After a sixteen year tenure at Gunter Air Force Base, Alabamna, the Medical Service School USAF (ATC),
was directed to move, permanent change of station, 10 Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, between 1 March 1966 and
31 March 1966 ner ATC Movement Order 2, 26 January 1966, As the personnel left for their new designation, the
ieft a poem for the Medical Service School, USAF, Gunter AFB, Alabama’s annual historicai report. 8

Approximately 20 percent of the 5,515 Medical Service School graduates continued te be assigned for SEA
requirenents. Increases were realized throughout the basic courses with the majority of them in the Medical Service
Specialist Course. This training, the move from Gunter, and expansion of course lengths due to the introduction of
the 6-hour, 5-day week created instructor shortages in several areas. These shortages are being aleviated through
reassignments and assignment of additional instructors as they become available. The Training Section, n
coordination with the Medical Service Speciahist Course, developed new programmed mstructional aids for the
course. The STS was revised and approved on 12 May 1967, The new STS emphasized job performance and
nursing procedures rather than general training. The desired result should be a more effective traming program. The
program’s development was noted in the USAF IG Report. Effective 1 June 1967, the Medical Service Specialist
Course also began participation in Project 100,000. 9

Department of Nursing continued to provide nursing aducation in general and special areas at levels
designated by AF Reguiatons. Upon cormnpietion of movement of nursing personnel o Sheppard; 1t permitted the
department to introduce the concert of “course otientation™. The nrimary problem that existed in this department
was the high student-instructor ratio. This was ¢spectally prevalent in the Medical Service Specialist Course when
the student entry rate reached 50 per week. Classrooms oniginally intended for a2 maximum of 30 students were
over-crowded, resulting in unsatisfactory factors as was the situation in the hospital phase, where students were

grouped together in large numbers. This resulted in too few mstructors available to properly plan and supervise the

LA
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Pack up all our cares and woe

Here we go, driving slow

Bye-byc Gunter

Where tornadoes wait for thee

Flat as hell, without a tree

Hello Sheppard

Garland doesn't seem to understand us
Oh! What hard luck stories he can hand us
ADC is moving in

Hope they have luck with him

Gunter bye-bye ==

We leave your confederacy

Texas bound for to see

Hello Sheppard

Wallace, Sir, we hate to say

But we're now- for LBJ

Hello Sheppard

We sure hate to leave you when you neel us
But some Air Force type has said that we must
It's OK we're used to it

We don't mind this moving bit

Sheppard Hello --

Lou will go, who knows where

We are left in despair

Bye, bye Gunter

Ben is here, never fear

He won't move for a year

Bye, bye Gunter

A, U, doesn't seem to understand us
Oh! What hard luck stories they can hand us
We all need security

We've found ours in ATC

Sheppard, hello ==

Jeff is there, with M. S. S.
He's convinced, it's all a mess
Hello Shevpard

Rupe is left, he's feeling low
He's the one who will not go
Hello Sheppard

Who decided we must go to Texas
Must have been some young and eager smari ass
Pack the kids, and bitchy squaw
Here we come, Wichita

Sheppard, Hello.

\



students” practice on real patients. As of 1 May 1967, the ABR90230 Course guota was reduced from a maximum
entry of 50 per class to 30, stabibzing the fluctuation of student entries. With this stabilization, supervised practice in
the laboratories and hospital wards improved. 9

After the Medical Service School relocated to Sheppard Air Force Rase, Texas, in 1966; this has been home

to all enlisted medical services in resident courses.



BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. History, AAF Medical Scrvices Training School, 268.1-1, 1942-1946, Volume 1.
Robins Field, Georgia, 1946.

2. History, AAF Medical Services Trainming School, K126.1, % al. 2, Historical Rescaicii
Division. Maxwell AFB, AL., 1947 -1959.

3. History, Medical Scrvice Schooi. USAF, K237.0741, Gunter AFB. Alabama,
Jan-Jun 1963.

4. History, Medical Service School, USAF, K237.0741, Gunter AFB, Alabama,
Jul - Dec 1963

5. History, edical Service School, USAF, K237.0741, V 3, Gunter AFB, Alabama.
Jan-Jun 1964.

6. History, Medical Service School, USAF, K237.0741, Gunter AFB. Alabama,
Jul - Dec 1964.

7. History, Medical Service School, USAF, K237.0741, Gunter AFB, Alabama,
Jan - Jun 1965.

8. History, Medical Service School, USAF (ATC), K237 0741, Gunter AFB, Alabama,
Jan - June 1966.

9. History of Sheppard Technical Training Centcr. K288.60-41, Sheppard AFB, Texas,
1967.

10. HOS Medical Service Scauwui, USAF, Historical Report, K237.0741, Gunter AFB,
AL .. October 1959 - Jun 1960.

11. Statt Study On Relocation of the Medical Services School, USAF From Gunter AFB
to Lackland AFB, TX, K220.04.13, Gunicr AFB, AL., 1966.



	Review sheet: History of the Medical Service Training Schools by SMSgt Cathey J. Crowder, 1993
	History of the Medical Service Training Schools
	Personnel of the Medical Dispensary (AVN)
	Organization of Medical Dispensary (AVN)
	Map of the Medical Training School
	The Medical Service Training School. Enlisted Staff
	Photo of the Students and Staff
	Students perform duties in obstacle course conducted in Medical Service School
	Photo of Training

	Cont... History of Medical Training School
	Outstanding Airman Award were presented by Colonel H. Ellingson to MSgt S. A. Fowler, TSgt J. Douglas and A1C J. Wages
	Photo

	Physical Structure of the School
	Headquarter Building
	AAF Medical Service Training School
	Students receive instruction on proper patient care in the Medical Scool
	Photo 1
	Photo 2
	Photo 3
	Photo 4

	Cont.... History of the Medical Training School
	Headquarters USAF approved the Medical Service School's new organisation emblem
	New emblem

	Cont.... History of the Medical Training School
	Bibliography


